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Bearwood Primary School
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2026-2027

	Date this summary was published
	September 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2027

	Name of the school music lead
	Jonathan Davies

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	N/A

	Name of local music hub 
	SIPs music 

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Jon Shepherd (musical specialist cover teacher) 
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	Music Curriculum
At Bearwood Primary School, music is taught through the Charanga Music Scheme, supplemented by additional high-quality resources where appropriate. The curriculum meets the requirements of the National Curriculum (2014) and enables pupils to perform, listen to, review and evaluate music, compose and create music, learn to sing and play instruments and develop an understanding of how music is created and communicated.
Music Curriculum Intent
We believe every child is a musician. We aim to foster a lifelong love of music by providing inclusive and engaging opportunities to listen, perform, compose and respond to music from a range of cultures, genres and historical periods.
Through a carefully sequenced curriculum, pupils develop confidence, creativity and self-expression whilst building musical knowledge and skills. We strive to develop confident performers, creative composers and thoughtful listeners through singing, instrumental work, improvisation, composition and performance.
Implementation
Music is taught weekly using the Charanga Music Scheme, which provides a progressive curriculum built around six key areas:
· Listening and appraising
· Singing
· Playing instruments
· Improvising
· Composing
· Performing
Children learn to play tuned and untuned instruments, including glockenspiels, recorders and ukuleles, while developing an understanding of the interrelated dimensions of music: pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, structure and notation.
Learning follows Charanga's spiral curriculum, enabling pupils to revisit and build upon previous knowledge while developing increasing confidence, independence and musical understanding.
Lesson Delivery
Music lessons are practical, inclusive and engaging. Each lesson typically includes:
· Listening and appraising high-quality music
· Retrieval activities to revisit prior learning
· Explicit teaching of new musical knowledge and skills
· Questioning, reflection and evaluation
Children participate in singing, instrument playing, improvisation, composition and performance through whole-class, group and individual activities. Opportunities for discussion and feedback help pupils develop musical vocabulary and deepen their understanding.
Instrument Progression
Pupils develop their instrumental skills progressively throughout their musical journey:
· Nursery and Reception – Children explore and experiment with a variety of untuned percussion instruments, developing their understanding of pulse, rhythm, tempo and dynamics through play, singing and musical exploration.
· Year 1 – Pupils are introduced to the one-octave glockenspiel, developing their understanding of pulse, rhythm and pitch through practical playing.
· Year 2 – Pupils continue to develop their glockenspiel skills and are introduced to the recorder, learning basic fingering techniques and simple notation.
· Year 3 – Pupils build on their recorder skills and begin learning the ukulele, developing strumming, rhythm and chord-playing techniques.
· Year 4 – Pupils continue learning the ukulele and are introduced to the full-range glockenspiel, including both white and black notes, allowing for a greater understanding of pitch and melody.
· Years 5 and 6 – Pupils further develop their skills on the full-range glockenspiel, applying their knowledge of notation, performance, composition and improvisation to increasingly challenging musical tasks.
Music in EYFS
Music is an integral part of the EYFS curriculum and supports learning within Expressive Arts and Design. Through songs, rhymes, movement, musical games and instrument exploration, children develop creativity, communication, listening and social skills. Music also supports early mathematical development and understanding of the wider world.
Planning
Music planning is based on the Charanga Music Scheme and ensures clear progression in knowledge and skills across all year groups. Medium-term plans, progression documents and lesson resources support teachers in delivering high-quality and inclusive music lessons for all pupils.
Children with SEND
All pupils are supported to access and enjoy music. Lessons are adapted through appropriate scaffolding, challenge and reasonable adjustments, ensuring every child can participate fully and develop confidence as a performer, composer and listener.
Assessment
Assessment is ongoing and informs future teaching. Teachers use observation, questioning, discussion and performance activities to monitor progress and identify next steps. Pupils are encouraged to reflect on their learning and provide peer feedback. Progress is recorded through our whole school assessment system (endpoints), with EYFS pupils assessed against the relevant Early Learning Goals.
Resources
Pupils have access to a wide range of musical resources that support and enrich their learning. These include tuned and untuned percussion instruments, glockenspiels, recorders and ukuleles, alongside the digital resources available through the Charanga Music Scheme. Pupils also have opportunities to use music technology, including GarageBand on school iPads, to compose, record and edit their own music.
Music teaching is further enhanced through the support of a specialist music teacher, who delivers lessons across Key Stage 1 and Years 3 and 4 as part of the school's PPA provision. This ensures that pupils benefit from high-quality specialist teaching and a rich range of musical experiences.
Children are also given opportunities to develop their understanding of musical notation by recording and notating their own compositions using manuscript paper, helping them to communicate and refine their musical ideas.
Additional resources and specialist support help to broaden opportunities for performance, composition and instrumental learning, enabling all pupils to develop their musical skills and confidence.
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	At Bearwood, pupils are encouraged to develop their musical interests beyond the classroom through a range of enrichment opportunities. These include school choir, keyboard group tuition, KS1 Music Club, peripatetic violin lessons and extra-curricular guitar lessons provided by SIPS Education.
Children are given regular opportunities to perform and celebrate their musical achievements through assemblies, concerts, productions and other school events. These include the Year 6 end-of-year production, which provides a memorable opportunity for pupils to showcase their musical and performance skills and Christmas performances at the local church for pupils in Years 4–6. These experiences help to develop confidence, teamwork and a lifelong love of music.


Part C: Musical experiences
	In addition to curriculum music lessons, pupils at Bearwood enjoy a range of musical experiences throughout the year that enrich their learning and foster a love of music.
Children are given regular opportunities to perform, including the Year 2 and Year 6 productions, which allow pupils to develop confidence, teamwork and performance skills. Members of the school choir also have opportunities to perform at the local church, sharing their talents with the wider community.
Pupils experience music beyond the classroom through whole-school events such as the school picnic, where performances help to celebrate and showcase musical achievement. Children also benefit from experiencing live theatre and music performances, including visits to watch the annual pantomime, helping to broaden their cultural awareness and appreciation of the performing arts.
These experiences complement the taught curriculum and inspire pupils to develop a lifelong enjoyment of music and performance.


In the future
	We are committed to continually developing and enhancing our music provision. Future priorities include providing high-quality professional development opportunities for staff to strengthen subject knowledge, increase confidence in delivering music lessons and ensure a consistent approach to the implementation of the Charanga Music Scheme.
A key development is the introduction of a weekly Music University, led by specialist teachers. This initiative will provide additional opportunities for pupils with a particular interest in music to further develop their performance, composition and instrumental skills. Through collaborative projects, workshops and performances, children will be able to deepen their musical understanding and experience a richer range of musical opportunities beyond the classroom.
We will also continue to strengthen links with the wider community and explore opportunities to enhance musical experiences through performances, enrichment activities and investment in resources, ensuring that all pupils can participate, achieve and enjoy success in music.


Further information
	CPD
We recognise that high-quality music teaching is underpinned by strong subject knowledge and confident practitioners. Ongoing professional development is an important part of our music provision and supports teachers in delivering an engaging and progressive curriculum. Early Career Teachers (ECTs) will receive bespoke support and training to develop their confidence and expertise in music, ensuring they are well-equipped to deliver high-quality lessons and inspire a love of music in all pupils.
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